
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. i.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 99 

temperance is always an evil. The present German tendency to minimize 
the value of feeling in the good life is, as the author points out, not merely an 
omission, but a distortion of the whole scheme and ideal. 

Katherine E. Gilbert. 

General Types of Superior Men. By Osias L. Schwarz. Boston, Richard G. 
Badger.— pp. 435. 

The reviewer may as well say at the outset that, in the opinion of the author, 
he is probably not competent to appreciate, certainly not likely to acknowl- 
edge, the merits of this work, because he belongs to the class of college teachers, 
whom the author thinks of as generally "vain academicians and pseudo- 
scholars who vehemently refuse to accept the new theories and philosophical 
conceptions of non-professional, non-academical, self-taught, genuine thinkers, 
because the acceptance of such new truths would mean a loss of prestige for 
their self-important personalities and for the capital-supported institutions of 
learning" (p. 97). 

It is hard to get much meaning from the title; something more is suggested 
by the sub-title: A Philosophico- Psychological Study of Genius, Talent and 
Philistianism in their Bearings upon Human Society and its Struggle for a 
Better Social Order. The work assumes that the genuinely superior man is a 
"socialist, anarchist or communist" (p. 377). The man of 'talent is often of 
the pseudo-superior class, which apparently includes most of those who repre- 
sent themselves as interested in human betterment, except the genius. Most 
others, except the poor, are philistines, a word the author uses a thousand 
times. On the three classes of genuinely superior men, pseudo-superior men, 
and philistines, the author rings the changes with iteration. Indeed, he could 
have said what he has to say on the devotion to the truth, the power to see, the 
loneliness, and the high mission of the genius, if he had been content to say 
it once instead of many times, in a few pages. In addition to this tautology, 
he gives much space to repeated, general, conventional condemnation of 
parasites, and predatory members of society. Considering the author's 
general opinions, one is somewhat surprised that he often speaks of the infer- 
iority of women; he unhesitating declares them almost inevitable philistines, 
and naturally inferior to men. 

The whole work is general and abstract. For example, though it purports 
to deal with men of genius, the only genius mentioned is Max Nordau, who 
read the manuscript and wrote a highly commendatory, though frankly and 
shrewdly qualified letter, which is prefixed to the volume. Nordau remarks 
that the work is subjective; he might have said that the author appears very 
self-conscious. One feels, in fact, that the author, in allowing his work to be 
so confused as it is — he himself speaks of it as " mosaic-built, semi-aphoristical 
and therefore incoherent looking" (p. 393) — is taking privileges of the sort 
he grants to the genius'. The aphoristical character of the book is especially 
apparent in the 'wild and whirling words' of the earlier part. Sometimes the 
author forgets his attempts to overpower his reader by 'sound and fury,' and 
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writes more simply and strikingly, as on pp. 134-140. The latter part of the 
work is much more readable than the earlier part, being on the whole more 
simple in language and more dependent, one feels, an the author's own 
experience. 

In fact, he sometimes transcends his self-consciousness and rises to the 
expression of strong feelings, for notwithstanding his socialistic lingo, he shows 
that he is moved by a genuine indignation against the shams and evils of 
society. Of the various good things in the book, the remarks on specialization 
and broad knowledge, and the diagram illustrating them (p. 131), are especially 
worthy of mention. One may cite also, for example: "Even the morality — 
paradoxical though it may sound — of socialistic and of ethical movement 
leaders, although superior to that of other political leaders, is as a rule inferior 
to that of simple members" (p. 315). A passage that shows the author at his 
best in language, thought, feeling, and perception of the truth is one protesting 
against the abuses of inherited wealth consisting of natural resources (p. 266). 

Allan H. Gilbert. 

Cornell University. 

The following books also have been received: 

The Good Man and the Good. By Mary Whiton Calkins. New York, The 

Macmillan Company, 1918. — pp. xx, 219. 
Greek Ideals; a Study of Social Life. By C. Delisle Burns. London, G. 

Bell & Sons, ltd., 1917. — pp. lx, 275. 
The Present Conflict of Ideals. By Ralph Barton Perry. New York, 

Longmans, Green and Co., 1918. — pp. xiii, 549. 
The Next Step in Religion. By Roy Wood Sellars. New York, The Mac- 
millan Company, 1918. — pp. 228. 
The Problem of Space in Jewish Mediceval Philosophy. By Israel Isaac 

Efros. Columbia University Oriental Studies, Vol. XL New York, 

Columbia University Press, 1917. — pp. 125. 
Christian Belief in God. By Georg Wobbermin. Translated from the third 

German edition by Daniel Sommer Robinson. New Haven, Yale Uni- 
versity Press, 1918. — pp. xix, 175. 
The Law of Struggle. By Hyman Segal. New York, Massada Publishing 

Company, 1918. — pp. 161. 
■SW Krishna. The Soul of Humanity. By A. S. Ramaiah. Madras, The 

Kanara Press, 1918. — pp. xvi, 167. 
The Interference of Will-Impulses. By Abraham A. Roback. Psychological 

Monographs, Vol. XXV, No. 5. Princeton, N. J., and Lancaster, Pa., 

Psychological Review Company, 1918. — pp. viii, 158. 
La Conflagrazione. Per E. Troilo. Roma, A. F. Formiggini, 1918. — pp. 353. 
Figure e Studii di Storia Delia FHosofia. Per E. Troilo. Roma, "L'Univer- 

selle" Imprimerie Polyglotte, 1918. — pp. 324. 
La Grdce. Essai de Psychologie religieuse. Par Gonzague Truc. Paris, 

Felix Alcan, 1918. — pp. 136. 



